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AREA FORM MILL AREA 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION x See continuation sheet 

Harvard's historic mill area is located less than a mile north of the 
town common. Dams along Bowers Brook, a stream fed by Bare Hill Pond to the 
south, provided water power for this area's late-18th- and 19th-century mills. 
The brook flows in a north-east direction, skirting the base of Pin Hill, a 
slate ridge that rises 480 feet above sea level. This 51-acre mill area 
encompasses land on either side of Mill Road, four parcels on the west side of 
Ayer Road (south of its junction with Mill Road), and one industrial 
archaeological site on the east side of Ayer Road. Remnants of this small-
scale manufacturing district include: a mill, a mill-related office building, 
six mill-related dwellings, a farm, and five industrial archaeological sites. 
The wooded landscape retains the imprint of its mill legacy in the three small 
mill ponds located along Bowers Brook and the one canal which was carved 
through the rocky terrain. 

Bounded by Depot Road to the south, and Ayer Road to the north, Mill 
Road runs parallel to Bowers Brook. The road was platted 200 feet to the west 
of the stream and follows its northerly course and its abrupt curve to the 
east by the junction of Ayer road. The mill-related parcels along Ayer Road, 
one of the town's major north-south arteries, are clustered just south of this 
junction. With one notable exception, the area's mill-related dwellings are 
set close to the street on small lots which average less than two acres in 
size. The area's one farm occupies a twenty acre parcel. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE See continuation sheet 

Throughout the 18th and 19th century, a short stretch of Bowers Brook, 
located just north of Harvard Center, was the focal point of Harvard's 
entrepreneurial ventures. The upper stream, located near Mill Road's juncture 
with Depot Road, was long associated with traditional saw and grist mill 
operations. John Daby established these industries on his property in the 
1730s. In marked contrast, the lower mills, located near the brook's 
intersection with Ayer Road, powered a variety of short-lived industries. The 
close proximity of Pin Hill's quarries led to the establishment of a stone-
cutting mill, which provided a degree of economic stability in the late-19th 
century. This mill area also encompasses the Robbins Farm, which is 
significant in relation to the town's early-20th century apple culture. 

R E F E R E N C E S 

Nourse, History of Harvard, 1894. 
Savage, Memoirs of Old Harvard Days, 1924. 
Holman, Map of Harvard, 1831. 
Beers, Atlas of Worcester County, 1870. 
Richards, Atlas of Worcester County, 1898. 
Walling, Map of Worcester County, 1857. 

x Reccsnmended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. See National 
Register Criteria Statement form for the Harvard Mill Area. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued) 

The mill area's earliest dwelling, the Wetherbee House at #5 Mill 
Road (#187), is believed to have been constructed by mill-owner Jonathan 
Wetherbee circa 1780. This colonial double house occupies a 1.66 acre parcel 
at the corner of Depot and Mill roads. A low, dry-laid stone wall fronts the 
house's narrow setback and a high rocky outcropping skirts its left rear 
corner. This two-and-a-half-story brick structure measures five bays in width 
and two piles in depth. The center-entry brick facade is symmetrically 
fenestrated with 6/6 sash windows; a single window lights the attic level of 
the end elevations. Brick lintels accent the openings of the gabled ends and 
the first-story of the facade. The facade and both lateral walls have 
identical center entries with four-paned transoms and segmented brick 
surrounds. A narrow one-and-a-half-story frame wing projects from the rear 
pile of the right lateral wall. This clapboard-sheathed, early-19th century 
wing is lit with 6/6 sash windows in the first-story and small nine-paned 
windows just beneath the cornice. This single-pile wing measures four bays in 
width; a paneled-door is located in the third bay. A wooden fence encloses 
the small yard which fronts the wing. A tall, gable-fronted, plank-sided shed 
is situated to the rear of the house and a gable-roofed two car garage stands 
near the property's rear boundary. 

Mill-owner Nathaniel Stacey is believed to have constructed the two-
story Greek Revival ell house at #19 Mill Road. The Stacey House (#189) 
is sited on a .54 acre parcel at the northern corner of Pattee and Mill road. 
This rambling structure's original mass is the circa-1830, center-entry 
dwelling which measures five bays in width and a single pile in depth. A two-
story gabled ell projects from the left rear corner, providing the house with 
an "L"-shaped foot-print. The symmetrically-fenestrated facade is lit with 
replacement 2/2 sash windows along the first-story and small 3/3 sash windows 
beneath the cornice. Architectural ornament is confined to the plain enta
blature door surround. This asbestos-shingled structure has experienced 
several phases of enlargement. The facade was elongated with the addition of 
three bays along the right lateral wall. This lateral additional has a side-
passage entry in the right corner and a rear gabled ell along the right 
lateral wall. The house's original rear ell was enlarged via a two-story, 
shed-roofed lean-to along its left lateral wall. A single-story, post-
supported porch projects from the first pile of the left lateral wall. Modern 
additions include the two-story, clapboard-sided, gable-block which projects 
at a perpendicular angle from the left rear ell, and the vertical-plank-sided, 
gable-fronted structure which stands on a hill to the rear of the gable-block. 
This rear structure is connected to the gable-block via an enclosed ramp. A 
row of mature pine trees screens the house's Mill Road facade. 

The Stone House at 12 Mill Road (#188) was constructed circa 1840 
by miller, Samuel Freeman Stone. Of Mill Road's three mill-related dwellings, 
the Stone House is the only one to be located on the eastern side of the road; 
the brook passes within 100 feet of the house. Sited at a perpendicular angle 
to Mill Road on a 4.68 acre parcel, this center-entry, gable-fronted dwelling 
measures two-and-a-half-stories in height, five bays in width, and two piles 
in depth. With the exception of the moulded door surround with corner blocks, 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued) 

most original architectural ornament was lost following the application of 
aluminum siding. The symmetrically fenestrated facade is lit with shuttered, 
replacement 2/2 sash windows; a single window is centered in the tympanum. A 
three-story, mansard-roofed wing projects from the center of the right lateral 
wall. This lateral addition is fronted by an enclosed single-story porch. A 
small gravel parking area and a lawn marked with several small conifers fronts 
the house. 

The mill area's single agricultural-related property, the Robbins Farm 
at 31 Mill Road (#190), consists of a center-chimney Federal dwelling, a 
New England barn, and two out-buildings. The house's appearance suggests a 
circa- 1800 construction date. A small orchard, a remnant from Harvard's 
early-20th century apple industry, occupies a gentle slope to the east of the 
house. The property's Mill Road boundary is marked by a handsome dry-laid 
stone wall, erected by noted local mason James Parker in the 1870s. Sited on 
a terrace overlooking the bend in the road, the clapboard-sheathed house 
measures two-and-a-half-stories in height, five bays in width, and two piles 
in depth. The symmetrically fenestrated facade is lit with 6/9 sash windows. 
Its center entry is ornamented with a five-paned transom and a pilaster-
supported enta-blature. The Federal Revival doorway, with elliptical fan
light and pedi-mented entablature, located in first pile of the left lateral 
wall, appears to be a recent addition. Secondary masses include: the two-
story, gable-fronted block, which is connected to the left lateral wall by a 
two-story gabled hyphen; the flat-roofed screened porch which projects from 
the rear pile of the right lateral wall; and the one-and-a-half-story rear 
gabled ell which projects from the right rear corner. The lateral additions 
appear to post-date World War II, although the rear ell is depicted on a late-
19th-century map. Two entries along the ell's left lateral wall provide 
access to the rear yard. Shed-roofed dormers with 2/2 sash windows light both 
slopes of the ell's roof; a small shed abuts its rear wall. A long drive, 
situated to the left of the house, leads to the following structures located 
in the rear: a small gable-roofed workshop, a gable-roofed garage with a 
sliding barn door, and a large New England barn complex. The west-facing, 
three-tiered barn has vertical-plank siding and rests on a stone foundation. 
A pair of large hinged doors with a multi-paned transom are centered in its 
facade and a cupola vent marks its ridge. A smaller, shingle-sided, gable-
roofed barn occupies a tan-gential position to the north and west of the main 
barn; the two are united by a two-story covered walkway. 

Located at 105 Ayer Road (#191), the Houghton House's mill legacy 
remains obscure, although at least one stone cutter resided at this address at 
the end of the 19th century. Constructed between 1831 and 1857, this one-and-
a-half-story gable-block measures five bays in width and a single pile in 
depth. The center-entry facade is irregularly fenestrated with a ribbon of 
three windows to the left of the door and two windows to the right. This 
small double chimney structure was enlarged over time with the following: a 
single-story gable-roofed ell which projects from the left lateral wall; a 
shed-roofed lean-to which abuts the left corner of the rear facade; a small 
shed-roofed room which projects from the rear of the left lateral ell; and a 
central shed-roofed dormer. This clapboard-sheathed structure is minimally 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued) 

ornamented with plain cornerboards and window surrounds; the dormer is clad in 
wood shingles. Elevated above the road on a steep rise, the Houghton house 
occupies a .67 parcel; it shares the lot with Ray's Service Center, a concrete 
block garage at the corner of Mill Road. 

The Winslow House at 101 Ayer Road (#192) is known to have been 
inhabited by the family of Edward A. Winslow, operator of the adjacent stone-
cutting mill, in the 1850s and '60s. Constructed between 1831 and 1857, this 
connected-farm structure is sited on a .7 acre parcel, bounded by Ayer Road to 
the east and a mill pond to the west. Elevated above Ayer Road on a steep 
rise, the house's front lawn is retained by a high, dry-laid stone wall, 
surmounted by a wooden fence. This wall and the property's rear retaining 
walls are of particular interest, as they incorporate both marble discards 
from the adjacent stone-cutting mill, and chipped and fractured slate head
stones from nearby Pin Hill. The clapboard-sheathed core dwelling consists of 
a two-story end house with a recessed left lateral wing of similar height. 
The gable-front facade measures three bays in width; its first-story is 
symmetrically fenestrated and it has two windows at the cornice level. The 
side-passage entry, located in the right bay, is fronted by an enclosed gable-
fronted entry porch. An open porch shelters the 90-degree angle formed by the 
junction of the gable-front projection and its recessed wing. This porch is 
supported by beams salvaged from a timber-framed structure; the tenons are 
clearly visible. Slender brick chimneys rise from the center ridge of both 
the end house and its wing. A gabled rear ell extends along the wing's left 
lateral wall. The house's Greek Revival aesthetic is derived from the 
pilaster cornerboards, the moulded cornice and wide fascia boards, and the 
cornice returns in the gabled ends. Window treatment consists of 6/6 sash 
windows. An ample, three-tiered New England barn occupies a lower site on the 
property, to the south and west of the house. The house's rear ell and the 
barn are connected by a two-story gable-roofed hyphen. The deep eaves of this 
connecting ell shelter an upper level porch, which is supported by plain posts 
and an ornamental rail. The level beneath this porch contains a separate 
entry and is lit with an 8-paned window. The foundation remains of a small 
structure, believed to have housed the mill's late-19th century immigrant 
stone-workers, is located to the south of the barn. 

A structure, referred to in both deeds and local histories as the 
"Office Building," stands at 99 Ayer Road (#193). Bounded by a mill 
pond to the west and two dams to the south, this small structure, believed to 
date to the late-18th century, was headquarters for the diverse and 
occasionally short-lived industrial operations sited at the adjacent dam 
throughout the 19th century. A portion of the original brick structure 
remains visible, occupying the south-east corner of the greatly enlarged 
structure which was converted to residential use in 1955. The brick office 
was a single square cell, measuring two bays along each side, which was capped 
with a gable roof. It was built into an embankment and extended to a full 
two-stories along the south and west elevations. The building's facade may 
have been oriented towards the mills (i.e., south), as openings along this 
facade are embellished with brick lintels. The opening in the left bay of the 
southern exposure originally contained a door (later altered to fit a window). 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued) 

A review of the building's rafter system indicates that the ridge ran parallel 
to this southern wall. The east wall, which faces Ayer Road, is a single 
story in height and appears to have contained a center entry. This brick 
structure was encased within a large, clapboard-sheathed, gable-front 
structure in 1955, a renovation which more than doubled its size. 

The Oregon Mill at 93 Ayer Road (#194) is the only industrial 
structure to survive in this area. Deeply recessed from the road and sited on 
a hill above the mill pond near Ayer Road, this circa-1830 frame mill was 
powered by a 700-foot canal, fed by a Bowers Brook mill pond situated upstream 
and to the west. This large, gable-fronted structure measures two-and-a-half-
stories in height, three wide bays in width, and four bays in depth. Due to a 
slope in the parcel, the lateral and rear walls rest on an elevated stone 
foundation. This lower level is open along the eastern facade, where large 
brick piers support the building's corners. The building appears to have been 
originally shingle-sided; it was later encased in brick-patterned asbestos 
siding. The eastern facade is currently clad in aluminum siding. The mill is 
symmetrically fenestrated with replacement 2/2 sash windows; these windows are 
paired on either side of the facade's center entry. The facade's tympanum 
contains two 6/1 sash windows. The canal-facing western exposure intriguingly 
has a door located in the rear pile of the second-story and a door centered in 
the first- story. These doors may have led to decks or balconies no longer 
present. The mill was powered by man-made falls, engineered to pass along the 
mill's left lateral wall. After powering the turbine, the water passed 
beneath a culvert and into the lower mill pond. 

The Oregon mill shares its 6.1 acre parcel at 93 Ayer Road with the 
Baldwin House (#195), a small gable-block cottage believed to have been 
con-structed by stone-cutter William Baldwin between 1857 and '70. Situated 
along Pin Hill's wooded northeastern slope, this house overlooks the canal and 
mill. Its wide front lawn is contained by a high dry-laid stone wall. This 
clap-board-sheathed house measures two-stories in height, five bays in width, 
and two piles in depth. Secondary masses include: the full-width enclosed 
porch along the left lateral wall; and the long single-storied, gabled ell 
which projects from the right lateral wall. The facade is symmetrically 
fenestrated with 6/6 sash windows. The second-story is lit with two cornice 
level windows in either gabled end and two gabled dormers with 2/2 sash 
windows along the front slope. The building is trimmed with pilaster 
cornerboards, cornice returns in the gabled ends, and wide fascia boards. The 
center entry is ornamented with an elaborate Italianate door hood with 
scrolled bracket supports. Two small gable-roofed structures are situated to 
the west of the house: a shop lit with 12-paned windows; and a clapboard-
sided garage. In the 1950s, a new shingle-sided, gable-block residence was 
added to the parcel. This two-and-a-half-story structure, resting on a 
concrete-block foundation, is situated to the east of the Oregon Mill. 

In addition to these standing buildings, the mill area includes a number 
of archaeological sites and landscape features. As was common throughout New 
England, this rural mill district included multiple mill privileges occupied 
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** 
This lower privilege was associated with blacksmith 

operations from the mid-18th century until 1829 when it was used for paper 
production. The mill was equiped with stone-cutting machinery in the late-
1840s. A local historian alleges that this location was used as a rope-walk 
in the 1860s, until it reverted back to a stone-cutting mill in 1879. Stone 
retaining walls line the banks of its two overflows. Of particular interest 
are the two discarded turbines situated by the dams; one bears the following 
inscription, "Pattented by John Tyler, Putnam Machine Company, Pittsburgh 
1855." The other turbine may have powered the Oregon Mill. The hurricane of 
1938 destroyed these two dams; they were rebuilt by Gary Hartel in the 1970s. 

** 
This lower mill privilege was used as a late-18th 

century fulling mill and a 1839 stone-cutting mill before being acquired by 
George E. Burt, who used the site to manufacture agricultural equipment. 
Evidence at this site is limited to the mill's stone retaining walls. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued) 

by a number of small-scaled manufacturing enterprises characterized primarily 
by their rapid turn-over. Five primary privileges have been identified within 
this area, described below in order from west to east (see attached map). 

** 
The earliest industry at this upper stream privilege is believed 

to have been a circa-1830 mill used for manufacturing wrapping paper and 
pencils. Converted into a leatherboard factory in the 1860s, this site later 
served as a shoddy mill and finally as a shoe-lace and braiding factory. 
Destroyed by fire in 1916, the mill's retaining walls and dam survive. 

** 
This upper stream 

privilege is believed to have been in continuous use as a saw and grist mill 
from the 1730s until its destruction in the early-20th century. Stone 
remnants of the retaining walls and dam survive. 

** 
A circa-1817 paper mill occupied 

this lower mill privilege until its destruction by fire in 1830. The paper 
mill was replaced by the Oregon Mill. A circa-1860 dry-laid stone retaining 
wall, situated to the north and east of the Oregon Mill, contains remnants 
from the nearby gravestone and marble-cutting industry. ** 
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The Daby estate passed intact to Jonathan Symonds in 1751. In 1778, 
Symonds' widow and second husband, Simon Daby, sold the property to Jonathan 
Wetherbee who expanded its milling operations. In addition to maintaining the 
saw and grist mills, Wetherbee added a shingle and paper mill to the property. 
Wetherbee is believed to have erected the brick double house at 5 Mill Road. 
In 1829, Wetherbee moved to Maine; his 90-acre estate and water privileges 
were purchased by Nathaniel Stacey, a bookbinder, and his business partner, 
Jonathan Sawyer. During their brief decade tenure, Stacey and Sawyer 
constructed a large mill (privilege number one), "the basement of which was 
filled with machinery for making wrapping paper, while the upper story was 
used as a lead-pencil factory" (Nourse,1894:459) . The frame dwelling at 19 
Mill Road, which first appears on an 1831 map, may have been erected by 
Nathaniel Stacey, as it is referred to as the "Stacey Estate" in subsequent 
deeds. 

In 1839, Stacey and Sawyer declared bankruptcy. Their large holding was 
assigned to John P. Whitcomb and Jerome Gardner, who administrated the 
property's subdivision and sale, thereby settling Stacey and Sawyer's 
outstanding debts. As a result of this subdivision, Mill Road acquired three 
new families. John P. Whitcomb and his wife, Abby, purchased Stacey's 
dwelling. Reuben Whitney, a farmer and former deputy sheriff of Worcester 
County, purchased a 75-acre parcel which included the Wetherbee House for 
$1,600. And lastly, Samuel Freeman Stone, a miller, purchased six acres 
bordering on Bowers Brook, upon which he built his home at 12 Mill Road. 
Stone operated ** adjacent to his 
home. John Stacey, Jr. purchased and managed the paper and pencil mill 
located further up stream. In 1859, Stacey's creditors sold this mill to 
Stone. 

In 1860, Nahum Harwood and Sherman Fletcher purchased Stone's property, 
including its two mills. Harwood converted the paper and pencil mill to a 
leather board factory (mill site number one). This mill produced leather 
board until it was closed in 1880; its ownership having passed in rapid 
succession from Harwood to the American Machine Company of Newburyport, to the 
Harvard Manufacturing Company, to Charles W. S. Adams of Chelmsford. This 
upper mill and the dwelling at 5 Mill Road were acquired by Walter S. Watson 
of Lowell in 1882. Watson used the mill for the "making of shoddy, wool-
scouring, etc." (Nourse,1894:460). At the outset of World War I, the upper 
mill produced shoe laces and braiding for the U.S. Navy. It was destroyed by 
fire in 1916. 

** 
acquired from Stone. The mill was rebuilt following an 1860 fire and was sold 
to George Fletcher of Littleton in 1862. George and his brother Edward 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (continued) 

Circa 1730, blacksmith John Daby acquired 81-acres in the Stow Leg 
section of Harvard. Daby's parcel encompassed Pin Hill, a long stretch of 
Bowers Brook, and wooded lands. By the 1740s, Daby and his son, Joseph, were 
operating a saw and grist mill. ** 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (continued) 

founded a lumber and manufacturing firm under the name Fletcher Brothers. The 
Fletchers purchased wood lots in New Hampshire and had the lumber delivered by 
train to Harvard; it was teamed from the depot to the mill. Equipment was 
installed for the production of shingles and shoe boxes; the firm also 
maintained a grist mill at this site. According to local historian, Frederick 
Savage, after the Civil War the Fletcher Brothers "did a very large business -
the largest of any owners that I can remember." The mill was destroyed by 
fire in 1 8 7 4 , and the Fletcher Brothers declared bankruptcy the following 
year. The saw and grist mill was rebuilt by Oliver W. Turner in 1 8 7 7 , yet 
burned to the ground once again in 1 8 8 3 . Turner rebuilt the saw and grist 
mill, installing an engine to supplement the stream's variable water power. 
This mill and its associated dwelling (12 Mill Road) were acquired by Charles 
Spenser at the turn-of-the-century. 

In the mid-18th century, Thomas Daby operated ** 

In 1771, Thomas sold the shop to William Hudson, who operated 
the forge and introduced a trip-hammer. In 1793, this site was acquired by 
blacksmith Prince Turner. According to Nourse, the forge "was largely 
employed in the making of axes, scythes, and other farmer's tools" (Nourse, 
1894:456). Turner is believed to have erected the small brick structure, 
known as the Office Building. 

An adjacent mill privilege was added to the west ** 
in the early-19th century. In the 1810s, Luther Farwell, owner of the 

farm at 87 Ayer Road, constructed a canal through the northern region of his 
property; its purpose is not now known. The man-made falls at the end of the 
canal powered a small paper mill, built and operated by Cyrus Whitney. In 
1829, Whitney expanded his mill holding by purchasing the adjacent forge from 
Prince Turner's son, Elisha. Whitney constructed a new mill at this privilege 
(number four) which was used in conjunction with his other mill to produce 
paper. According to Nourse, the canal-powered mill produced paper pulp which 
was transported "by a long wooden trough to the lower mill for manufacture 
into sheets, and drying" (Nourse,1894:456). The paper mill ** 

was destroyed by fire in 1 8 3 0 . The large gable-block mill which 
replaced it was known locally as the Oregon Mill. These two mills (number 
three and four) produced paper through the 1 8 4 0 s , first under the ownership of 
John W. Patch and then in the hands of George C. Roundy. 

In the early-1850s, both lower mill privileges ** 
were leased by Edward A. Winslow and outfitted with stone-cutting machinery. 
A native of Lowell, Winslow and his business partner, John L.Folsom, were 
initially attracted to Harvard by Pin Hill's slate quarry (see Pin Hill Area 
form [# ]). The slate was used primarily for creating gravestones, an 
important local industry in the early-19th century. Arriving in 1842, Winslow 
and Folsom attempted to revolutionize the traditional method of hand-quarried 
slate, by using explosives. Their experiment proved less than satisfactory, 
as the blasting charge created a useless pile of shattered stone. Undaunted, 
Winslow decided to capitalized on the area's two local resources, slate and 
water power, by establishing a stone-cutting mill. In addition to preparing 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (continued) 

slate tablets for the gravestone industry, Winslow's mill also produced 
stovelids and heating grate surrounds. By the mid-century mark, improved 
transportation networks and changing aesthetics led the local funerary 
artisans to abandon slate in favor of imported marble. Winslow's mill, 
equipped with special lathes to turn stone, produced marble urns and 
balustrades. Nourse reported that Winslow's machinery for turning marble was 
used to produce architectural ornament for the addition to the Capitol 
Building, in Washington, D.C. (Nourse,1894:450). Winslow operated this 
business out of the brick office building and is believed to have constructed 
the small connected farm structure located on the adjacent lot at 101 Ayer 
Road. Winslow's stone-cutting operation closed in 1857; ownership of these 
lower mills (privileges three and four) was thereafter held by separate 
parties. 

The Oregon Mill rapidly passed through a succession of owners and uses, 
with intervening periods of idleness. William Baldwin operated a stone-
cutting mill from 1857 to '67. His tenure is memorialized by a hand-chiseled 
inscription on the face of a large slate slab, imbedded in the dry-laid stone 
wall situated between the mill and the pond, which reads, "Harvard Stone Mill 
Baldwin & Allen." Other Oregon Mill industries of note include: an 1870 
grist mill; the stocking-knitting factory of 1881; a cutlery manufacture 
established in 1884; and an 1892 cotton batting mill. 

The lower site ** allegedly was converted to a 
rope-walk in 1857. This enterprise passed from Reuben Whitcomb, Jr. to Mr. 
Williston, to Joseph Palmer in 1865. Palmer's son, Thomas, sold the site to 
James McLaughlin in 1874. McLaughlin, who resided at 101 Ayer Road, evidently 
revived the stone-cutting industry at this site. He was also granted the use 
of the Oregon's basement for the making of cider and vinegar. 

19th-century maps also reveal the presence of a mill along Bowers Brook 
on the west side of Ayer Road. This fulling-mill was constructed in 1794 by 
Seth Gould of Sturbridge. The mill passed through a variety of hands before 
being acquired by Benjamin Park in 1839. Park and his partner, Isaac Stone, 
operated a stone-cutting mill. George E. Burt, Harvard's foremost 19th-
century inventor, acquired the site in 1855. Burt and his partner, George 
Wright, manufactured agricultural equipment. In 1864, Burt entered into a 
partnership with his nephew, Edwin A. Hildreth, under the name, Burt, Hildreth 
and Company. For the following fifteen years, this firm produced horse-
powered machinery. The mill is no longer extant; Burt's home which stood on 
the same lot was destroyed by a 1907 fire. 

Located within the Mill Area, between the upper and lower privileges, is 
a single farm; its association with the mills is presently unknown. The 
Robbins Farm at 31 Mill Road was settled by Daniel Robbins, Junior (born 17 86) 
in the early 1800s. In addition to his position as the school master for 
Harvard Center, Robbins served on the school committee (1826, '30, and '32), 
as a town assessor (1829-31, '34-37, and '41-42), and as a selectman (1840-
42 ) . The farm was purchased by Phineas Harlow in the 1850s and remained in 
the family's possession until 1915, passing from Phineas' son, Holden, to his 
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grandson John. This property is representative of the town's late-19th-
century shift from general farming to specialization in apple production. 
Apple harvests became more predictable following the introduction of 
pesticides and the use of hormones to prevent the fruit from dropping too 
early. The Holdens were among many Harvard farmers to convert their pastures 
to orchards. According to local historian, Frank P. Abbot, "In the early 
1900s fruit growing became very much the fashion and a number of city men took 
it up, partly as an avocation, or hobby." Among this influx of urban dwellers 
turned gentlemen farmers was Judge Daniel Chauncy Brewer (1861-1932). Brewer 
purchased three Harvard farms, including the Robbins Farm, to which he added 
5,000 apple trees. Of Brewer, Savage wrote, 

With all the fruit trees that were on these farms, and as Mr. Brewer has 
set out several thousand more, he must hold the distinction of being the 
owner of the largest apple orchards in town. The judge always keeps a 
superintendent to look after his vast holdings and employs several men, 
and he spends the summer months in town. 

Following his death, the property passed to his widow, Genevieve. The farm 
has remained within the possession of the Brewer family. 
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Statement of Significance by Claire W. Dempsey. 

The Mill Area is a group of standing buildings and mill sites that represent 
Harvard's largest concentration of small-scale processing and manufacturing 
activities from the 18th century to the 20th. Without a major water-power source, 
the town was essentially agricultural throughout this period, with only scattered 
industrial activities along its small water courses. Here survive not only residences 
and at least one mill, but ruins and archaeological sites related to the rapid sequence 
of business concerns that characterize areas like this one. The Mill Area meets 
criteria A and C at the local level. It retains integrity of location, setting, design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 



WILL ftrZEf\ T> 

'-pfO'fUU^ li 'rOJLS 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
Harvard Mill Area 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street Area Form # 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
Harvard Mill Area 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street Area Form # 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Community 
Harvard 

Property Address 
Mill Area 

Area 
3> 

Form # 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
Harvard Mill Area 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street Area Form # 


