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STATE AND TOWN CHARTER FOR HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

 

In Massachusetts, local Historical Commissions and Historic District Commissions, which are part 

of municipal government, constitute the bulk of historic preservation efforts statewide. Provisions for 

these capabilities are presented in two chapters of Massachusetts law and one chapter of the Town of 

Harvard Bylaws. 

The purpose of this section is not to cite these laws but to offer a general understanding of the 

mission of the Historical Commission, its work and what our town citizens can expect from the 

organization. For those who need the precise language of the current Bylaw, a visit to our Town 

Bylaw, Chapter 48 will be a good beginning. For a complete understanding, the two sections of 

Massachusetts General Law must be understood:  (1) Chapter 40 Section 8D which deals with 

Historical Commissions and (2) Chapter 40C which deals with Historic Districts. 

In our summary which follows, we exclude much detail and use ‘short-cuts’ to simplify our 

summaries. Here are the shortcuts: 

• The Harvard Historical Commission  is referred to simply as the “Commission” 

• ‘Buildings and structures’ is simply ‘Buildings’ 

• ‘Certificate of Appropiateness, Certificate of Non-Applicability and Certificate of Hardship’ is 

simply ‘Certificate’ unless we refer to a specific certificate. 
 

STATE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission maintains a State Register which lists: 

• districts, structures, buildings, and sites in the National and State Registers of Historic Places; 

• local historic districts; 

• landmarks designated under local by-law; and 

• historic or archeologic landmarks. 

With the consent of the owners, a site or ‘Building’ of substantial historical significance to the 

Commonwealth, may be listed on the State Register as a historic landmark. No landmark in the State 

Register may be altered without the permission of the State HistoricalCommission if the alteration 

seriously impairs its historical value. 

 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION; ESTABLISHMENT, POWERS AND 
DUTIES 

When established in a town, a ‘Commission’ will preserve, protect and develop the historic and 

archaeologic assets of that town, its buildings, structures, places, sites and surrounding settings of 

historical and architectural significance. The ‘Commission’ will research and document the town’s 

historic assets whether ‘Buildings’ or sites; 
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The ‘Commission’ will consist of 3 to 7 members with three-year terms appointed by the Board of 

Selectmen. The ‘Commission’ may appoint employees as necessary, if appropriated. 

The ‘Commission’: 

• may recommend to the Board of Selectmen or to the Massachusetts Historic Commission that 

a historic asset be certified as a landmark; 

• may hold hearings and may enter into contracts for activities necessary to perform its mission; 

• may accept donations of funds necessary to perform its mission; 

• may publish or communicate information to the town citizens necessary to accomplish its 

work; 

• may employ clerical and technical assistants or consultants and incur other expenses necessary 

to complete its work, when appropriated. 

• may adopt rules and regulations and prescribe such forms necessary to regulate the conduct of 

its business. 

• shall maintain records of its meetings and its actions, the vote of each member and shall file an 

Annual Report to the town; 

• shall file a copy of its rules and regulations with the Town Clerk. 

• will file with the town clerk and the Building Inspector a copy or notice of all certificates and 

determinations of disapproval issued by it. 

• shall have other responsibilities and duties delegated to it by vote of the town meeting. 

 

HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
 

Two historic districts have been enacted in the town of Harvard: 

• the Shaker Village Historic District. 

• the Harvard Center Historic District. 

The ‘Commission’ will review the appropriateness of construction, alterations and demolition of all 

exterior architectural features of ‘Buildings’, within a Historic District visible from a public way. The 

term “structure” includes stone walls, fences, driveways, walks, terraces, steps, pavings, signs, lights, 

and appurtenant fixtures on the lots for the ‘Buildings’. If any part of a structure is in a Historic 

District, the structure is considered in the district. 
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CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS, NON-APPLICABILITY 
OR HARDSHIP:  
 
Necessity; applications and plans, etc.; building and demolition permits restricted. 
You cannot build or modify a ‘Building’ in a historic district that affects the architectural features of 

the district unless you apply to the ‘Commission’ for a ‘Certificate.’ 

If you apply for a ‘Certificate’ to build a ‘Building’, you must attach your plans, specifications, and 

required materials. If you are demolishing or removing a ‘Building’, you must attach a description of 

the intended condition and appearance of the property when it is finished. 

You cannot be issued a building permit by the town for a ‘Building’ within an historic district until 

you have received a ‘Certificate’. Similarly, for a demolition permit for a ‘Building’ within an 

historic district. 

FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED BY COMMISSION.  
 

The ‘Commission’ shall consider the following factors when making judgments regarding 

construction, modification or demolition work within a historic district: 

• the historic and architectural value and significance of the site or ‘Building’, 

• the general design, arrangement, texture, material and color of the features involved, and 

• the relationship of such features to similar features of buildings and structures in the 

surrounding area. 

• the appropriateness of the size and shape of the ‘Building’ for new or modification 

construction, both in relation to the land area upon which the ‘Building’ is situated and to 

‘Buildings’ in the vicinity, and the ‘Commission’ may in appropriate cases impose dimension 

and set-back requirements in addition to those required by applicable ordinance or by-law. 

• the policy of the Commonwealth to encourage the use of solar energy systems and to protect 

solar access. 

• shall not consider interior arrangements or architectural features not subject to public view. 

• shall not make any recommendation or requirement except for the purpose of preventing 

developments incongruous to the historical aspects or the architectural characteristics of the 

surroundings and of the historic district. 
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REVIEW AUTHORITY OF COMMISSION OVER CERTAIN 
CATEGORIES OF BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES OR EXTERIOR 
ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES LIMITED; AUTHORIZATION. 
You can build or modify without review by the ‘Commission’: 

• Temporary structures or signs, depending on duration of use, location, lighting, removal and 

similar matters which the ‘Commission’ may specify. 

• Terraces, walks, driveways, sidewalks and similar structures. 

• Walls and fences. 

• Storm doors and windows, screens, window air conditioners, lighting fixtures, antennae and 

similar appurtenances. 

• Signs (1 sqft max) limited to one per residence and illuminated indirectly if at all; and/or one 

sign for the nonresidential use of each ‘Building’ (12 sqft max) consisting of letters painted on 

wood without symbol or trademark and illuminated indirectly if at all. 

• The reconstruction, substantially similar in exterior design, of a building, structure or exterior 

architectural feature that was damaged or destroyed by fire, storm or other disaster, provided 

such reconstruction is begun within one year and completed soon after. 

• If you plan to do any work that is on the preceding list, you may ask the ‘Commission’ to 

review your plan to get a Certificate of Non-Applicability. 

 

MAINTENANCE, REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT. 
No requirement of the  ‘Commission’ will: 

• interfere with the ordinary maintenance, repair or replacement of any exterior architectural 

feature within an historic district that does not involve a change in design, material, color or 

outward appearance, nor 

• interfere with landscaping with plants, trees or shrubs, nor 

• be construed to prevent the meeting of requirements certified by a duly authorized public 

officer to be necessary for public safety because of an unsafe or dangerous condition, nor 

• be construed to prevent any construction or alteration under a permit duly issued prior to the 

effective date of the applicable historic district ordinance or by-law. 
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ADDITIONAL POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF 
COMMISSION. 
 

The ‘Commission’ shall have the following powers, functions and duties: 

• issue a Certificate of Appropriateness when it determines that your application for construction 

or alteration is appropriate for or compatible with the preservation or protection of the historic 

district. 

• disapprove your application for a Certificate of Appropriateness when it determines that your 

application is not compatible with the preservation of the historic district. The ‘Commission’ 

will give you the reasons for the disapproval and may recommend some changes regarding 

appropriateness of design, arrangement, texture, material and similar features that would allow 

your application to be appropriate. If within fourteen days of this a notice, you submit a 

modification to your application which conforms with the recommendations, the 

‘Commission’ will then give you a Certificate of Appropriateness. 

• If your application for a Certificate of Appropriateness does not involve any exterior 

architectural feature, or involves an exterior architectural feature that is not subject to review 

by the ‘Commission’, the ‘Commission’ will issue a Certificate of Non-Applicability. 

• If your application for a Certificate of Appropriateness is disapproved, or if you submit an 

application for a Certificate of Hardship, the ‘Commission’ will determine whether the failure 

to approve your application will create a hardship for you and whether your application may 

be approved without detriment to the public welfare and without diminishing the intent and 

purpose of this chapter. If the ‘Commission’ determines this to be true, a Certificate of 

Hardship will be issued to you. If the ‘Commission’ fails to make a determination on your 

application within 14 days as specified in Section eleven, the ‘Commission’ will issue a 

Certificate of Hardship to you. 

 

The ‘Commission’: 

• may after public hearing determine the designs of certain appurtenances, such as light fixtures, 

that will required in the historic district and a roster of certain colors of paint and roofing 

materials that will meet the requirements of an historic district. However, the ‘Commission’ 

will accept for review other designs or colors. 

• may administer on behalf of the town any properties or easements, restrictions or other 

interests in real property which the town may have or may accept as gifts and which the town 

may designate the ‘Commission’ to be the administrator. 
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APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF EXTERIOR ARCHITECTURAL 
FEATURES BY COMMISSION; MEETINGS; APPLICATIONS FOR 
CERTIFICATES; PUBLIC HEARINGS; NOTICES. 
 

Meetings of the ‘Commission’ will be called by the chairman and may also be called by any two 

members of the ‘Commission’ or in any other way according to its rules. 

A majority of the members of a ‘Commission’ will constitute a quorum. 

A majority of the members of the ‘Commission’ will be necessary to issue a ‘Certificate’. 

The ‘Commission’ will determine within fourteen days after receiving an application for a 

‘Certificate’ whether the application involves any exterior architectural features which are subject to 

approval by the ‘Commission’. If so, the ‘Commission’ will hold a public hearing. 

The ‘Commission’ shall set a time for the hearing and shall give public notice at least fourteen days 

before the hearing by mailing, postage prepaid to: 

• the applicant, 

• the owners of all adjoining property and other property owners that may be affected (according 

to the Board of Assessor’s list), 

• the planning board, 

• any person filing written request for notice of hearings, and 

• such other persons as the ‘Commission’ shall deem entitled to notice. 

The ‘Commission’ will make a decision on your application within 60 days after the filing of the 

application. If a decision is not made within that time, the ‘Commission’ will issue a Certificate of 

Hardship. 

A public hearing on your application does not need to be held: 

• if it is waived by all persons notified, or 

• if the ‘Commission’ determines that the effect of your application on the historic district will 

be insignificant and all persons were notified ten days before the ‘Commission’ makes a final 

decision on your application. 
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ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES. 
The Commission is responsiblity for determining whether a particular activity in a historic district is 

in violation of the Historic Districts bylaw or not, and will enforce the town bylaw 

The ‘Commission’ will take appropriate action in the Worcester County Superior Court if: 

• a written complaint from a Harvard resident or property owner is received, or 

• the ‘Commission’ learns of a violation of the Historic Districts bylaw. 

If the ‘Commission’ does not agree with a written complaint, it will notify the individual within 21 

days. 

Violation of the Town Bylaw for Historic Districts is punishable by a fine for up to $300 per day of 

violation. 

The Building Inspector will represent the ‘Commission’ in any enforcement action. 

APPEAL. 
The town will organize a review of your application if you do not agree with a decision of the 

‘Commission’. You must notify the town clerk of your disagreement within twenty days after the 

‘Commission’ decision is filed. The town will ask  the ‘Commission’ for a review by a person with 

the necessary competence and experience as designated by the regional planning agency. 

A person must be identified within forty-five days after the request. The choice of a review person 

will be binding on the applicant and the ‘Commission’, unless a further appeal is sought in the 

Worcester County Superior court. 

If you do not agree with a decision of the ‘Commission’, or with the decision of a person making a 

review, you may within twenty days after the filing of the review decision, appeal to the Worcester 

County Superior court. The court will hear evidence and will annul the decision of the ‘Commission’ 

if it finds the decision: 

• is not supported by the evidence or 

• exceeds the authority of the ‘Commission’. 

• The court may remand the case for further action by the ‘Commission’ or may make some 

other decree as justice and equity may require. 
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The parties will have all rights of appeal and exception. Costs will not be allowed against the 

‘Commission’ unless the ‘Commission’ acted with gross negligence, in bad faith or with malice. 

Costs will not be allowed against the party appealing the decision of the ‘Commission’ unless it 

appears that the party acted in bad faith or with malice. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSIONS ESTABLISHED AS 
HISTORICAL COMMISSIONS. 
 

If the town meeting votes that a ‘Commission’ be established (instead of a Historic District 

Commission), the ‘Commission’ shall have the powers and duties of a Historical Commission and 

may be entitled a Historical Commission. 
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48-1. Purpose.  To preserve and protect the historic assets of Harvard, its buildings, 
structures, places, sites, and surrounding settings of historical or architectural 
significance, the Town adopts this bylaw under the provisions of Chapter 40C of the 
General Laws. 

48-2. Historic Districts.  The following Historic Districts are established, with 
boundaries defined in § 48-3, Historic District Maps: 

A. Shaker Village Historic. 

B. Harvard Common Historic District. 

 

48-3. Historic District Maps.  (Printed Separately) 

A. Plan of Shaker Village Historic District — Revision B. 
[Amended 3-30-1974 STM Art. 1] 

B. Plan of Harvard Common Historic District — Revision C. 
[Amended 3-29-1975 ATM, Art. 21; 6-28-1976 STM, Art. 6] 

 

48-4.  Establishment and membership of Commission.   

An Historic District Commission is hereby established, to consist of seven members and 
two alternate members, appointed by the Board of Selectmen, under the provisions of 
Chapter 40C of the General Laws, as amended by Chapter 359 of the Acts of 1971: 

A. Three members appointed by the Board of Selectmen, to serve initially one for 
one year, one for two years, and one for three years. [Amended 3-27-2006 ATM 
by Art. 40] 

B. One member from nominees submitted by the chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects covering the area, to serve initially for three years. 

C. One member from nominees submitted by the Board of Realtors covering the 
area, to serve initially for one year. 

D. One member from nominees submitted by the Harvard Planning Board, to 
serve initially for two years. 

E. One member from nominees submitted by the Harvard Conservation 
Commission to serve initially for two years. 

F. Two alternate members of the Selectmen's choice to serve initially one for one 
year, one for two years. 
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G. Their successors shall be appointed in the same manner as the original 
appointment for terms of three years. If practical, the Commission should include 
at least one resident of an historic district. 

48-5.  Powers and duties of Commission.  [Amended 11-18-1991 STM by Art. 10] 

The Commission shall have all the powers and duties of an historic district commission 
as provided by M.G.L. Chapter 40C, and subsequent amendments thereto, and any 
other powers given to the Commission by vote of the Town Meeting of the Town of 
Harvard pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40C, Section 10(i). The Commission shall also have 
the powers and duties of an historical commission as provided by Chapter 40, Section 
8D, and shall be entitled the "Harvard Historical Commission." 

A.  Rules and regulations. The Commission may adopt rules and regulations not 
inconsistent with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 40C, and prescribe such forms 
as it shall deem desirable and necessary for the regulation of its affairs and the 
conduct of its business. The Commission shall file a copy of such rules and 
regulations with the Town Clerk. 

B. Staffing and assistance. The Commission may, subject to appropriation, 
employ clerical and technical assistants or consultants, and may incur other 
expenses appropriate to the carrying out of its work. 

C. General regulatory powers. The Commission shall have the authority to review 
and render a decision of appropriateness on all proposed new construction, 
reconstructions, alterations, relocations and demolition of all exterior 
architectural features of buildings and structures, or any portion thereof, within 
the Historic District which are visible from any public street, public way, public 
park or public body of water, except as limited by this bylaw. The term 
"structure" shall include but not be limited to stone walls, fences, driveways, 
walks, terraces, steps, pavings, signs, lights, and appurtenant fixtures on the lots, 
buildings, or structures. For purposes of this bylaw, any structures partially 
within the Historic District shall be considered wholly within the district. 

D. Criteria for determination. In passing upon matters before it the Commission 
shall consider, among other things, the historic and architectural value and 
significance of the site, building or structure, the general design, arrangement, 
texture, material and color of the features involved, and the relation of such 
features to similar features of buildings and structures in the surrounding area. 
In the case of new construction or additions to existing buildings or structures 
the Commission shall consider the appropriateness of the size and shape of the 
building or structure both in relation to the land area upon which the building or 
structure is situated and to buildings and structures in the vicinity. 
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E. Exceptions. The Commission may determine from time to time after public 
hearing that certain categories of exterior architectural features, structures or 
signs may be constructed or altered without review by the Commission. The 
Commission may, after public hearing, set forth the various designs of certain 
appurtenances, such as lighting fixtures, which will meet the requirements of the 
Historic District, but no such determination shall limit the right of an applicant to 
present other designs to the Commission for its approval. 

48-6.  Limitations and Exemptions.   [Added 11-18-1991 STM by Art. 10] 

A. The Commission shall not consider interior arrangements or architectural 
features not subject to public view. 

B. The Commission shall not make any recommendation or requirement except 
for the purpose of preventing developments incongruous to the historic aspects 
for the architectural characteristics of the surroundings and of the Historic 
District. 

C. Nothing in this bylaw shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance, 
repair or replacement of any exterior architectural feature within a district which 
does not involve a change in design, material or the outward appearance thereof, 
nor to prevent landscaping with plants, trees or shrubs, nor construed to prevent 
the meeting of requirements certified by a duly authorized public officer to be 
necessary for public safety because of an unsafe or dangerous condition. 

D. The Commission shall exclude from its review the following: 

(1) Storm windows, provided that they meet the Commission's guidelines; 

(2) Temporary window air and heat conditioners; and 

(3) UHF/VHF television and AM/FM radio reception antennae. 
(Microwave antennae are not excluded.) 

 

48-7.  Procedures for Review of Applications. [Added 11-18-1991 STM by Art. 10] 

A. Except as this bylaw provides in § 48-5, no building or structure within the 
Historic District shall be constructed or altered in any way that affects exterior 
architectural features unless the Commission shall first have issued a certificate 
of appropriateness, a certificate of nonapplicability, or a certificate of hardship 
with respect to such construction or alteration, nor shall any building permit or 
permit for demolition be issued by the Town or any department thereof for any 
building or structure within the Historic District until the certificate required by 
this section has been issued by the Commission. The applicant must provide an 
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abutters list and agrees to pay any fees for necessary legal notices.  [Amended 3-
31-2007 ATM by Art. 38] 

B. Applications for certificates shall be filed in triplicate, one copy being filed with 
the Commission, one with the Building Inspector and one with the Town Clerk. 
Applications shall be in the form specified by the Commission, to include plans 
and elevations, drawn to scale, detailed enough to show architectural design for 
the structure and its relation to the existing building, and other materials and 
information deemed necessary by the Commission. Plot and site plans should be 
filed when applications for certificates are made for improvements affecting 
appearances, such as walls, fences, steps and paving. In the case of demolition or 
removal, the application must include a statement of the proposed condition and 
appearance of the property thereafter. The date of the filing of an application 
shall be the date on which a copy of such application is received by the office of 
the Town Clerk. 

C. Within 14 days of the filing of an application for any certificate, the 
Commission shall determine whether the application involves any features which 
are subject to approval by the Commission. 

D. If the application requires the Commission's review, or at the request of the 
applicant, the Commission shall hold a public hearing on the application, except 
as may otherwise be provided by this bylaw. Public notice of the time, place and 
purpose of the hearing shall be given at least 14 days in advance by posting in a 
conspicuous place in Town Hall, and in a newspaper of general circulation in 
Harvard. Concurrently, the Commission shall mail a copy of said notice to the 
applicant, owners of all adjoining properties and all other properties deemed by 
the Commission to be materially affected thereby, the Planning Board, the 
Building Inspector, the Town Clerk, any person filing a written request for notice 
of hearing, and other persons as the Commission shall deem entitled to notice. 

E. A public hearing on an application for a certificate need not be held if such 
hearing is waived in writing by all persons entitled to notice thereof. In addition, 
a public hearing on an application for a certificate may be waived by the 
Commission if it determines that the exterior architectural feature involved, or its 
category, is so insubstantial in its effect on the Historic District that it may be 
reviewed by the Commission without a public hearing. If the Commission 
dispenses with a public hearing on an application for a certificate, notice of such 
application shall be given to the owners of all adjoining property and of other 
property deemed by the Commission to be materially affected thereby as above 
provided, and 10 days shall elapse after the mailing of such notice before the 
Commission may act upon such application. 
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F. The Commission shall decide upon the determination of any application within 
60 days of its filing or within such further tine as the applicant may allow in 
writing, and shall issue a certificate or a disapproval. 

G. If the Commission determines that the proposed construction or alteration will 
be appropriate for or compatible with the preservation or protection of the 
Historic District, a certificate of appropriateness shall be issued. In issuing 
certificates, the Commission may, as it deems appropriate, impose certain 
conditions and limitations and may require architectural or plan modifications 
consistent with the intent and purpose this bylaw. 

H. In the case of a disapproval of an application for certificate, the Commission 
shall set forth in its disapproval the reasons for such disapproval, and may 
include recommendations for changes in the applicant's proposal with respect to 
the appropriateness of design, arrangement, texture, material and similar 
features which, if made and filed with the Commission in a subsequent 
application, would make the application acceptable to the Commission. Prior to 
the issuance of a disapproval of an application for a certificate of appropriateness, 
the Commission may, at its sole discretion, notify the applicant in writing of its 
proposed action accompanied by specific recommendations of changes in the 
applicant's proposal which, if made, would make the application acceptable to the 
Commission. If within 14 days of receipt of such notice the applicant files a 
written modification of his application in conformity with said recommended 
changes, the Commission shall issue a certificate of appropriateness. 

I. Upon request, the Commission may issue a certificate of nonapplicability to any 
applicant whose request does not require Commission approval. 

J. If the construction or alteration for which an application for a certificate of 
appropriateness has been filed shall be determined to be inappropriate and 
therefore disapproved, or in the event of an application for a certificate of 
hardship, the Commission shall determine whether, owing to conditions 
especially affecting the building or structure involved, but not affecting the 
Historic District generally, failure to approve an application will involve a 
substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the applicant, and whether such 
application may be approved without substantial detriment to the public welfare 
and without substantial derogation from the intent and purposes of this bylaw. If 
the Commission determines that owing to such conditions failure to approve an 
application will involve substantial hardship to the applicant and approval 
thereof may be made without such substantial detriment or derogation, the 
Commission shall issue a certificate of hardship. 
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K. If the Commission should fail to issue a certificate or a disapproval within 60 
days of the date of the filing of the application for determination or within such 
further time as the applicant may allow in writing, the Commission shall 
thereupon issue a certificate of hardship due to failure to act. 

L. The concurring vote of four members of the Commission shall be required to 
issue a certificate. 

M. Each certificate shall be dated and signed by the Chairman of the 
Commission, and the Commission shall keep a permanent record of its 
determinations. The Commission shall send a copy of the certificate or 
disapproval to the applicant and shall file a copy with the Town Clerk and the 
Building Inspector. The date of issuance of a certificate or disapproval shall be 
the date of the filing of such copy with the office of the Town Clerk. 

 

48-8 Appeal. [Added 11-18-1991 STM by Art. 10] 

A person aggrieved by a determination of the Commission may, within 20 days of the 
issuance of a certificate or disapproval, file an appeal to the Worcester County Superior 
Court. 

48-9.  Enforcement and penalties. [Added 11-18-1991 STM by Art. 10] 

The Commission shall determine whether a particular activity is in violation of this 
bylaw or not, and shall be charged with the enforcement thereof. 

A. The Commission, upon a written complaint of any resident of Harvard, or 
owner of property within Harvard, or upon its own initiative, may institute an 
appropriate action or proceedings in the Worcester County Superior Court in the 
name of the Town of Harvard to prevent, correct, restrain or abate violation of 
this bylaw. The Commission and the Board of Selectmen shall have the power to 
petition the Superior Court for enforcement of the bylaw. In the case where the 
Commission is requested in writing to enforce this bylaw against any person 
allegedly in violation of said bylaw and the Commission declines to act, the 
Commission shall notify, in writing, the party requesting such enforcement of any 
action or refusal to act, and the reasons therefore, within 21 days of receipt of 
such request. 

B. Whoever violates any of the provisions of this bylaw shall be punishable by a 
fine of up to $300 for each offense. Each day during any portion of which such 
violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 
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C. The Commission may designate the Building Inspector of the Town of Harvard 
to act on its behalf and to enforce this bylaw under the direction of the 
Commission. 

 

48-10.  Validity, amendments and severability.  [Added 11-18-1991 STM by Art. 10] 

A. The Town of Harvard shall be subject to the provisions of this bylaw 
notwithstanding any Town bylaw to the contrary. 

B. This bylaw may be amended from time to time by a two-thirds vote of the 
Town Meeting, provided that the substance of such amendment has first been 
submitted to the Commission for its recommendation, and the procedures set 
forth in M.G.L. Chapter 40C have been adhered to. 

C. The provisions of this bylaw shall be deemed to be separable. If any of its 
provisions, sections, subsections, sentences or clauses shall be held to be invalid 
or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this 
bylaw shall continue to be in full force and effect. 
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Shaker Village Local Historic District. 
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Harvard Common Local Historic District. 
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