
Robin & Andy Hu
13 Massachusetts Ave.

Harvard, MA 01451

(646) 505-9729



September 24, 2015 
 
 
 
Joseph R. Theriault 
Chairman 
Harvard Historical Commission 
Town Hall 
7 Fairbank St.  
Harvard, MA 01451 
 
 
Dear Mr. Theriault,  
 
I am writing to you in regard to an application for certificate.  We would like to make a 
few changes to our property and would ask for approval of said changes.   
 

1) We would like to remove the existing gutters on our house.  They do not easily 
attach or stay connected to the curved trim of the house, causing damage to the 
house itself during the winter as they pull away.  Additionally, the downspouts do 
not provide a more advantageous drainage.   
 

2) We would like approval for slightly different house paint colors.   
 

3) We tentatively plan to repair our porch next year.  (Mainly, this would include: 
securing the railings, repairing any columns with rot, painting, and evaluating its 
foundation.)  We are wondering if it would be possible to change the, less visible, 
flooring of it to a wood-looking composite decking material.  Due to the size of the 
porch and its proximity to a highly trafficked road, this would make maintenance 
feasible for years to come by limiting painting to the railings and columns (which 
we feel strongly about keeping wood).    

 
Please let me know if you require further information on any of these items or if any part 
of our application is incomplete.  We are open to suggestions the Historical Commission 
might have.   
 
Included is the abutters list.   
 
 
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
Robin A. Hu 
13 Massachusetts Ave. 
(646)505-9729 
	  



Gutter Removal:

Aerial: current gutter location

North side gutter & downspouts: because of 
driveway, water goes through fieldstone foun-
dation into basement (will add french drain to 
guide water further into backyard)

South side gutter & downspouts: damage 
to woodwork at circles from concentrated 
amounts of water dumping freely.  



no flat fascia
note blocking

current sub-optimal angle of gutter (light leaks into the attic where the trim is being 
pulled away from the house)

water damage to porch water damage to porch



Paint Color Change: 

Existing house colors

Proposed house colors

main color

trim color

porch floor color

shutter color

Benjamin Moore Historic Color Pallette:

concord ivory         HC-12
white dove                 OC-17
templeton gray         HC-161
narragansett green       HC-157



Porch Repairs:

798 sf of porch with accom-
panying railings and columns

snow is plowed onto 
our porch from the road 
making it impossible 
to maintain on a yearly 
basis.  

proximity to the street 
means that our house 
and porch need to be 
hosed down several 
times each year

8’ from line on road

11’ from line on road



TREX Transcend Composite Decking:

- look of real wood
- maintenance free
- 95% recycled content
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