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SUMMARY SHEET 
 
Contact Information: 

a. Historical Commission Chair:      Joseph R. Theriault 

b. Study Committee Member (Historical Commission) Names: 

1) Vice-Chair:        Moe Dancause 
2) Secretary:       Pam Marston 
3) Commission Architect:     Wendy Cote-Magan 
4) Commission Realtor:     Sherry Graham 
5) Commissioner:      David Vannicola 
6) Commissioner:      Wendy Eldredge 
7) Alternate Commissioner:    Enrico Veltri 
8) Alternate Commissioner:    Scott Roy  

c. Expected Date of Public Hearing:     February 3, 2016 

d. Expected Date of Town Meeting:   April 2016 

e. Number of Properties in Proposed Historic District: 80 

f. Conclusion of the Preliminary Study Report:    Annex the Edwin 
Hildreth House property, HRV.71 and the Bromfield School Principal House 
property, HRV.88 to the Harvard Common Local Historic District. 

 
 
  



   
INTRODUCTION 

The 1969 Town of Harvard Master Plan, which was prepared by the Planning Board, 
called for the formation of a Historic Districts Study Committee to conduct ‘…an 
intensive study on the desirability of Historic Districts in Harvard…” and that action 
be taken by the Town Meeting to “…take advantage of the powers granted under 
Chapter 40C of the General Laws.” The recommendation was adopted by the 1970 
Town Meeting. 

At the 1972 Harvard Annual Town Meeting, the Historic Districts Study Committee 
recommended the enactment of the Historic Districts Bylaw (Chapter 48) to form the 
Historic Districts Commission  and to create the Shaker Village Local Historic 
District. The basis for their recommendation was a survey of some 40 historic 
properties in the Shaker Village Historic District. Both recommendations were 
approved.  The Commission first met in October 17, 1972.  

At the 1973 Town Meeting, the Commission recommended  the establishment of the 
Harvard Common Local Historic District and proposed at Town Meeting that the 
Commission be given the additional powers, duties, and responsibilities of an 
Historical Commission. The basis for their recommendation for the Harvard 
Common Historic District was a survey of some 70 historic properties in the Harvard 
Common Local Historic District. The recommendation was approved.  

About 20 years later, the Harvard Historical Commission (HHC) organized and 
conducted the second Historic Areas and Buildings Survey which primarily focused 
on updating the surveys completed earlier. Later in 1997, the HHC successfully 
advocated and submitted the collection of historic properties in the Harvard 
Common Local Historic District for designation on the National Register to form the 
Harvard Center National Historic District. The formation of this National Historic 
District corrected some errors made earlier in the formation of the Local Historic 
District by including two key historic properties that were not included in the Local 
Historic District:  the Edwin Hildreth House (“Hildreth House”) and the Bromfield 
School Principal House (“Bromfield House”) which are both municipal properties 
and which were both surveyed in the 1990 survey. 

This modification to the Harvard Common Local Historic District seeks to correct 
this error. 

  



   
METHODOLOGY 

The absence of the Hildreth and the Bromfield Houses in the Harvard Common 
Local Historic District did not become obvious until the HHC was preparing the 
digital map of the Historic District in 2014. Until then, the HHC was still using the 
hand-drawn maps that were generated in 1973 when the district was created. The 
HHC questioned the reasons that the two properties were not included. The two 
properties were included in the previous surveys of 1972 and 1990 and the Inventory 
records for both were prepared at that time. However, our discussions with some of 
the Commission members at that time, failed to identify any reason for the omission. 

Following discussions with the Board of Selectmen, the Council on Aging which 
occupies the Hildreth House, the School Committee which occupies the Bromfield 
House, the HHC voted to endorse warrant articles to recommend to the town at the 
Spring 2016 Annual Town Meeting that the two municipal historic properties be 
added to the Harvard Common Local Historic District.  A public hearing is scheduled 
for February 3, 2016. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Hildreth House, the Historic Property. The town of Harvard considers the “Hildreth 
House” an important historic property because  

1. the property was owned by a family important to the history of Harvard. Edwin 
and Stanley Hildreth and their families brought engineering and manufacturing to 
Harvard in the late 1800’s onward but  equally important was the role they played 
and the generous donations they made in the development of the town center.  

2. the architecture of the property is the ‘Shingle’ style architecture typical of the 
summer cottages at the turn of the 20th century in New England; 

3. the property is on the National Register of Historic Places and on the State Reg-
ister of Historic Places as part of the Harvard Center National Historic District. 
Designation on the National Register offers no protection but does offer some 
Federal and State grant opportunities; 

4. the location of the property at the top of the Common is a prominent location on 
the Town Common with significant visual impact on other parts of the Common. 

 

Bromfield House, the Historic Property. The town of Harvard considers the “Brom-
field House” an important historic property because the property 



   
1. documents the importance of the Bromfield family in Harvard history. It speaks to 

the high importance that the town has always held for the education of its 
children. Education in Harvard has been important for a very long time and the 
Bromfield House and its schools close-by make that point clearly; 

2. is a fine example of the Colonial Revival architecture at the turn of the 20th 
century in New England; 

3. is on the National Register of Historic Places and on the State Register of Historic 
Places as part of the Harvard Center National Historic District. Designation on the 
National Register offers no protection but does offer some Federal and State grant 
opportunities; 

4. holds a prominent places at the village’s front door where it has a significant visual 
impact on the overall Town Common and village center.. 

 

These two properties were surveyed in 1994. The following historic and architectural 
descriptions are taken from the Form B Inventory Records for HRV.71 and HRV.88. 

The Hildreth House (HRV.71) was built in ca1900 and was owned by the family 
which achieved prominence in the late 19th century. Edwin Hildreth, a 1864 graduate 
of the Lawrence Scientific School, joined the local agricultural machinery firm of 
George E. Burt. Burt, Hildreth and Company produced horse-powered machines. In 
1881, Edwin and his brother, Stanley, founded Hildreth Brothers, a manufacturing 
enterprise which gained prominence for its saw tables and wood-splitter. Both 
brothers held various elected town offices. Edwin served as state representative in 
1883. This property was locally renowned for its landscape and gardens. 

The Hildreth House is a two-and-a-half story Shingle estate which stands in the midst 
of an expansive 5.66 acres. Two beehive-shaped stone piers mark the Elm Street 
entrance to this early 20th century estate. The house's gambrel block form measures 
seven bays in width and two piles in depth. The wrap-around porch is distinguished 
by post supports which rest on a low shingled skirt. The roof's front slope is pierced 
by a central shed dormer which is flanked by polygonal tower dormers. Two, massive 
ashlar granite block chimneys rise from either side of the center bay. The property is 
reached by a meandering drive which passes through a wooded area which transitions 
into the front lawn and culminates with a circular drive in front of the estate. 

The Bromfield School Principal House (HRV.88) is located at the southern edge 
of the center village of Harvard, below the Bromfield School near a cluster of early 
20th century houses with Massachusetts Avenue and Bolton Road addresses. The 



   
house was built in about 1914 to serve as a residence for the principal of the 
Bromfield School. This secondary School was formed with a bequest from Mrs. M.B. 
Blanchard in 1878.  In 1982, the house was purchased from the Bromfield Trustees by 
the town. It now serves as the offices for the school superintendent . 

The Bromfield House is a large and well-detailed example of a Colonial Revival hip-
roofed double house. It has a familiar five-bay facade, with symmetrical four-bay side 
elevations that reflect its double-pile plan . The center entry is flanked by three-
quarter sidelights and topped by a molded lintel; the windows are 6/1 double-hung 
sash with a frieze and molded cap. Its primary ornament derives from the deep 
bracketed cornices of the main building and its front porch, and from the paneled 
pilaster s at the building's corners. The broad porch is supported by thick Tuscan 
columns and runs across the facade and wrapping around its nort h lateral wall; it is 
reached by steps in the center front and north side . Three dormers add space to the 
attic story and a small single-story ell and Tuscan porch shelter the rear entry. The 
central hall plan follows a fairly standard form: the stair hall reaches about three 
quarters through the building, with a small bath and rear entry filling the remaining 
space; the hall is flanked on the left by a front room and rear kitchen, on the right by 
paired parlors separated by pocket doors. The house is sited on a rise within an ample 
lot, opposite the Bromfield School and next to the Harvard Elementary School. The 
house is surrounded with mature foundation plantings within a large lawn planted 
with a prominent shade tree in the front and rows of trees along the lot lines. 

JUSTIFICATION OF THE BOUNDARIES 

The justification for the new boundaries is simply that the boundaries of the two new 
abutting properties are added to the boundaries of the existing Local Historic District. 

As explained in the Introduction, there is a Harvard Center National Historic District 
whose boundaries are similar but not identical to the boundaries of the Harvard 
Common Local Historic District. We do not have a property listing for the Harvard 
Center National Historic District but do have a street listing which includes Ayer, Still 
River, Old Littleton, Bolton Road and Oak Hill Road, Elm and Fairbank Streets, 
Lovers Lane, Massachusetts Avenue and Old Boston Turnpike Road. 

The Harvard Common Local Historic District does not include Bolton Road and 
Lovers Lane and includes Littleton Road, which the National Historic District does 
not.  

  



   
MAP OF THE PROPOSED DISTRICT 

The proposed boundary for the new Harvard Common Local Historic District 
includes the Hildreth House property in the northwest corner of the map identified in 
green boundary.  The Bromfield House property in the south of the map is also 
identified in green boundary. Therefore, the new map of the enlarged Harvard 
Common Historic District will be the boundaries of the existing district shown in 
black and the new properties shown in green. The digital map is shown in high 
resolution. 

 
  



   
Property Street Address Index 

Following is the property street address index for the proposed district by street 
address. The index includes all required data items except the date of construction and 
the architectural style. These data items will be included in the final Study Report. 



   

 



   

 



   

 
  



   
Inventory Forms or Photographs 

This section includes the Form B Inventory Records for the Hildreth House and 
Bromfield House properties. 

  



   

 



   

 



   

 



   



   



   

 



   

 



   
Digital Images 

The following pages illustrate a walk through the Harvard Common Local Historic District 
beginning at the Bromfield House (designed with a circle) in the southern end of the district which 
is the entry to the village. The walk continues through the town center by the Town Common up to 
the Town Hall (now undergoing restoration) and on up to the ‘Top of the Common’ where the 
Hildreth House is located (designated with a circle). 

 



   

 
Figure 1.  Bromfield House... at the entrance to the town center of Harvard 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 2. View from Bromfield House porch of Old Bromfield School and Library (red brick)  



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 3. Across the street from Bromfield House. 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 4. Bromfield House, looking north to the Town Center. 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 5. Bromfield School Principal House with Elementary School at left. 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 6. Old Bromfield and New Public Library 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 7. Passing Bromfield High School into Town Center. 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 8. Town Center with Congregational Church and General Store ahead. 



   

 
    Nov 15, 2015  Figure 9. Approaching Center, Old Town Library (HRV.4), and Inn  HRV.45 on right.



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 10. Harvard Common with Unitarian Church at 'Top of Common' 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 11. Common with Fairbank historic properties on the right. 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 12. Common with Fairbank historic properties and Civil War monument. 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 13. Common with Congregational Church. 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 14. Harvard Common, Unitarian Church and Elm St historic properties, left. 

  



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 15. Top of Common with Town Hall (HRV.2) under restoration and old Fire 

House (HRV.3) 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 16. Top of Common with Powder House (HRV.902), Hildreth House (HRV.71) 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 17. Hildreth House at 'Top of Common' 



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 18. Entry to Hildreth House grounds. 

  



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 19. Hildreth House (HRV.71) 

  



   

 
Nov 15, 2015  Figure 20. Harvard Common from Hildreth House at Top of Common. 

 



   
 
 

 
 
 


